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 ñWINGS OVER THE SMOKIES 2011 IS OFFICIALLY OVER!ò 
 NC District Directors: Andrew & Vickie Butcher 

 THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!  There are so many people that we need to thank for helping us 
make the 28th Wings Over the Smokies to be the best ever.    
 
 THANK YOUé.District Team for putting up with us. 
 
 THANK YOUé.Chapter Directors for having your members there on time to handle your job  assignments    
                                 and for last minute changes on some of the jobs. 
 
 THANK YOUé.Chapter Members for supporting, working, participating and having a good time. 
 
 THANK YOUé.Vendors for being there and offering good products to our members.  Also, thank you for  
                                 being patient with the move in changes and venue. 
 
 THANK YOUé.All attendees and anyone else we might have missed for being patient with changes in the  
                                 venue, program, closing ceremonies and anything else that was different. 
 
 THANK YOUé.For all the emails, both good and bad, that have been sent to us with suggestions, thank  
                                 youôs, encouragement and so much more. 
 
 This was our first year as District Directors and we sure learned A LOT.  The learning curve was  bigger than 
we anticipated but we made it through.  The important thing is that we did learn a lot and plan to put that 
knowledge to work as we move forward making plans for the 2012 Wings Over the Smokies. 
 
 There is one thing that we are known for; ñthinking outside the boxò, and that is exactly what the NC District 
Team did this year.  For those that did not attend here is an update on some of the new things. 
 

¶ Couple of the Year Program was changed to Friday afternoon and also the winners announced right after 
the selection process.    SUCCESS!                                                                                                                                                    
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ñWINGS OVER THE SMOKIES 2011 IS OFFICIALLY OVER!ò 
 NC District Directors: Andrew & Vickie Butcher 

(continued) 

 

¶ Light Show Competition was held in the afternoon ñinsideò in a dark area.  NOT SO GOOD! It was a good  

      idea we just need to tweak the location for next year. 
 

¶ Bike Parade through Fletcher.  SUCCESS!  We had approximately 70 bikes to show up to ride to Walmart 

      where the first ñPeoples Choiceò Bike Competition was held.  We are looking for bigger and better next year 
 

¶ We moved the Ice Cream Social to Thursday afternoon.  NOT SO GOOD!  We ran out of ice cream a lot soon 

       er than we planned.  Easy fix for next year. 
 

¶ Friday Night Dinner. SUCCESS!  Chapter NC-W, Eden did a great job cooking the beans for the supper and  

      getting everyone served so quickly. 
 

¶ Friday Night Entertainment.  HUGE SUCCESS!  Echoes of a Legend: Tribute to Elvis was  one of the best  

      shows we have seen in a long time.  We had more people that attended and more people that stayed to the  
      end than I have ever seen.  Some of the ladies were still  smiling on Saturday.  This act will be hard to follow 
 next year. 
 

¶ Riding Tours. SUCCESS!  The Tours started off a little slow but ended up with rave reviews. Thanks to John  

      Williams and Chapter NC- I for doing a great job in planning and leading the rides. 
 
 

¶ We decided to do something special for the ladies this year. The Oasis Room was created. SUCCESS! 

      Thanks to the Mary Kay reps, the hair stylist and nail tech from the local cosmetology  club for making our  
      ladies (and a few of our guys) feel pampered. 
 
 We learned what not to do when it comes to parking, closing ceremonies, arm bands,  sound systems and a 
few other things... but at the end of the day there were a lot of laughs and smiling faces and that is whatôs im-
portant. 
 
 Now that we have rested, thoughts of next year are already in the works.   We are looking forward to putting 
our heads together and hearing ideas from our members so we can make 2012 ñWild, Wild Westò, Wings Over 
the Smokies bigger and better. 
 

 Rememberéé.itôs all about the rideé..itôs all about fun! 
 

Andrew and Vickie Butcher 
(aka Elvis & the Showgirl) 
NC District Directors 
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ñTEAMWORK Does Pay Off ò 
Assistant District Directors (CENTRAL)- Ron & Alice Myers 

  
 Hello N.C. G.W.R.R.A. Family,  
 
 I feel that the District Team  has accomplished it's goal of making WOTS a success.  A lot of blood, sweat 
and probably a few tears went into the planning and execution of our master plan.  Everyone worked together as 
a team to accomplish our goals.  Teamwork does pay off. 
 
 Although a few mistakes were made, we now realize how to correct these snafus, making next year even 
bigger and better. 
 
 Hats off to Andrew and Vickie for all the planning and hard work.  Nobody does it better!  JOB WELL DONE!  
 
 Several people are due special recognition for their efforts and long hours.  Alice and Janice both 
worked really hard and diligently to satisfy the vendors and we've had lots of congratulatory e-mails to confirm 
this. Wayne and Elva worked tirelessly with several projects (top gun, team challenge, drill team. parade, teach-
ing classes, etc.)  and better folks have yet to be created.  
 
 But one guy, who isn't a member of the district team, worked harder than anyone. He pulled the trailer with 
his truck, oversaw unloading and reloading it, and even made a late night run with Wayne all the way to Greens-
boro to pick up the Escapade trailer.  Many thanks Mike and Karen Rich; we couldn't have done it without 
you.  You are great friends to us and to all the N.C. G.W.R.R.A.  Many thanks!    
 
 Let's not forget our new N.C. Couple of the Year.  Congratulations John and Marie!  No one is more deserv-
ing nor could represent NC GWRRA better.  Good luck and I know you'll give it your all and really do well.                                           

 
 

Ride Safe, We Care, 
Ron and Alice, ADD's 
Central N.C. District 
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ñWHAT A BLAST!!!ò 
Assistant District Directors (EAST)- Walter & Bernadette Snider 

 Well I donôt know about you all, but Walter and I had a whole lot of fun at WOS this year. I mean how often 
do you get a chance to dance on stage with ñElvisò? That was so much fun! 
 
 It was a lot of work, but we feel it all paid off and we would like to thank each and every one of you that at-
tended and we truly hope you enjoyed your time in Fletcher this year. 
 
 I would personally like to thank Chapters Q2, Y2 and N for all the help you provided in running the Casino 
games. You all did a fantastic job and I sincerely want to thank those that stepped up and filled in when needed. 
It would not have been the success it was without you! We really do have the best people in GWRRA and I feel 
lucky to know you all. 
 
 I also want to congratulate Andrew and Vickie Butcher, and the rest of the district team for putting on an 
amazing event for us all. Until you have been on this side of such an event you really do not realize what it takes 
to put WOS on, and I think Andrew and Vickie and the team did an EXCELLENT job. Time to now start thinking 
about Gifts on Cycles and how we can spread a little joy to others. 
 
 Now for my 2 cents! I want to also express my sincere thanks for all the volunteer workers. The District 
Team could NOT have pulled this off without your help. We needed help a couple of times due to scheduling 
conflicts and chapter N came to the rescue. A big thank you to Libby and the other volunteers from NC-N that 
helped so much. YOU GUYS ARE AWESOME! 
 
 We have received many e-mails from people that attended WOS and provided feedback on what they en-
joyed and/or what they think needed improving or changing. Most of the feedback was positive with many say-
ing it was one of the best WOS they had attended. Your District Team tried very hard to make this yearôs event 
the best possible. If you have any suggestions, comments or complaints, anything good or bad, let us know. It 

will help in our plans for next year. 

 As Bernadette stated above, our next event is the annual Gifts on Cycles. That was one of the first events 
that I attended when I joined GWRRA. I was so impressed with what I saw from all the Goldwingers that attend-
ed and what they gave to OôBerry, that I have not missed the event since. I hope to see you there for all the fun 

this year. 

It is getting cooler, dress for the weather and safety. 
 

Walter & Bernadette Snider 
ADD East 

 

NORTH CAROLINA DISTRICT NEWSLETTER                                                                       OCTOBER  2011 


