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 ñShare the Ride! ò 
 NC District Directors: Andrew & Vickie Butcher 

Yes, you are reading this right. This is not about ñsharing the roadò but ñsharing the rideò. 

 

     Safety is one of the foundations of our association. Sharing the road with all vehicles and them sharing with us is a life or 

death issue. Our parents used to tell us as small children ñplay prettyò. As adults we all need to ñplay prettyò and share the 

road. As motorcyclist we have to respect the fact that the other vehicles we share the road with are bigger, much bigger at 

times, than we are. They also have to respect the fact we are smaller than they are and we have as much right to the road as 

they do. 

 

     So what do we mean when we say ñShare the Rideò? Exactly that! We are Gold Wingers. We, in our opinion, ride the 

greatest bike on earth. That is our opinion and our choice. Those that ride Harleyôs, Valkyrie, Suzuki, etc., etc., do so because 

it is their choice and their opinion. 

 

     People, we live in the land of freedom of choice and the right to have our own opinion. We are all individuals and all have 

the right to like what we like. We should have the right to have our own opinions free of ridicule. Donôt you agree? Then tell 

me why do we have to make fun of other motorcycles?  

  

     We will be the first to sayé. guilty as charged. We have all made the cute little jokes about the ñotherò motorcycles and 

they do the same thing. Yes, for the most part it is all in fun. But just imagine thiséé 

You have a good friend that rides the ñotherò bike. He invites you to go ride and go to a meeting at a local restaurant. (Yes, 

they do meet at places other than bars.) You decide to go. You are greeted with smiles and hand shakes. During the meeting 

you are introduced and they ask you what you ride. Proudly you proclaim you ride a Honda Goldwing, there are a few 

laughs.  They welcome you, invite you to ride with them, even though you ride the ñold folksò bike and tell you they will not 

go too fast so you can stay up with them. There are a few chuckles in the group. You laugh and grin as the hair stands up on 

the back of your neck. How eager are you going to be to visit them again? If this is a group of people you know and are good 

friends with, it might be okay. But when perfectly good strangers poke fun at you my Momma would say ñthey are not play-

ing prettyò.     

 

     Do you know where we are going with this?  So many times we have been to a meeting. Someone brings in a new couple, 

prospective members. Nice people, but they ride the ñotherò bike. Everyone has a great time at the meeting. The Chapter  
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Director or another member stands up and invites them to come back. Invites them to come and go on the next 
ride and then laughs and makes the statement ñbut you will have to ride in the back with those loud pipesò.   
hey donôt know these people much less know what their bike sounds like.  How do you think it makes them 
feel? Personally, I want to crawl under the table. 
 
     Our choice of bike is a Goldwing. We love what GWRRA stands foré..fun, safety and knowledge. How do we 
get the GWRRA message of fun, safety and knowledge out to the ñmotorcycling worldò other than Gold wing-
ers?  We open our minds and our doors! They do not have to ride a Goldwing to enjoy the benefits of fun, safety 
and knowledge as a Goldwing member. Heck.. they donôt even have to own a motorcycle. All they have to do is 
want to have fun and want to learn more about doing it safely. 
 
     You may not agree with what we are saying but thatôs okay, itôs just our opinion. But, if you want to grow 
your chapter, if you want to make more friends and you want to share with others how to do it safely then itôs 
time you learned how to, as my Momma would say,  ñPlay Prettyò. 
 
     Last, but certainly not least, we want to wish all the moms a ñHappy Motherôs Dayò. Our moms have been 
gone for several years.  We miss them everyday and we thank them everyday for teaching us to ñPlay Prettyò. 
                                 

Itôs all about the rideé.Itôs all about Fun! 
Andrew and Vickie 

 
 

  



ñNORTH CAROLINA ROCKS!!!!!!!ò  
Assistant District Directors (EAST)- Walter & Bernadette Snider 

 As I pondered what topic to write about this month, I had several in mind but kept coming back to one. Ber-
nadette and I have been to a few rallies this year. We have come to the distinct conclusion that we are lucky to 
be part of GWRRA in North Carolina. I have been going to Wings Over the Smokies since I joined GWRRA in 
2007. Although many of you remember years past where there were 5, 6, 7 thousand or more that attended 
WOS, I have only seen numbers that were less than 4 thousand. This was mainly due, I believe, to the economy.  
 
 The ones that attended tell me there have been many changes over the past dozen or so years. Some chang-
es were good and some were considered not so good. Having talked to many throughout NC and now quite a 
few others from different states, I have come to realize that the number of participants that attend WOS com-
pared to other district rallies makes us one of the biggest in the country.  
 
 Past District Teams have worked very hard to make WOS great and fun and I think they have done a very 
good job. NC District gives away a Goldwing every year and all you have to do is register to attend. We do not 
sell tickets for the Goldwing, the only cost involved is registration. I do not know of any other district that does 
this. Our rally even during the past few years of tough economic times has continued to draw large crowds. The 
volunteers from all the chapters give willingly of their time without hesitation.  
 
 This yearsô District Team is also working hard to make WOS even better. We are working hard to line lots of 
vendors and getting things set up so that you can enjoy your experience. We want to see our attendance num-
bers grow and maybe even get back up to those of past years. If you have questions or concerns, contact your 
ADDs and/or the DDs and let us know. If you have good ideas that you think can make the WOS experience bet-
ter, tell us. It may be you have that good idea no one else has thought of. 
 
In summary, I hope to see you at WOS this year and next and so on. We really do have a great rally, be part of 
it!! 

 

Ride safe and have FUN. 

 

Walter & Bernadette Snider 

Assistant District Directors East 

  
 
  
 



ñThe Louisiana Rallyò 
Assistant District Directors (CENTRAL)- Ron & Alice Myers 

 Hello Fellow Wingers, 
 
 Well, riding season has finally arrived in all it's glory. Ain't it wonderful! Enjoy, enjoy, enjoy cause all too 
soon, Old Man Winter will be knocking on our door once again. 
 
 The other Tuesday, Alice made mention that the Louisiana rally was the upcoming weekend. Needless to 
say, I was up early Wednesday to have new tires put on the bike. By noon, we were on the road. Although the 
rally was small by WOTS standards, it none the less, was very enjoyable. Wonderful hospitality fantastic food, 
and we gained a few ideas for our own rally. Most all the restaurants , with the exception of the national chains, 
have live Cajun music at night. We also got to tour the Tabasco hot sauce plant. All in all, a very nice spur of the 
moment 2100 mile trip. No rain and comfortable temperatures, couldn't ask for more. 
 
 As I'm sure you all know by now, D.P. Parham, of Fayetteville K-2, passed away Easter Sunday morning 
while at church. D.P. will be sorely missed, as he was a true asset to our association. Our prayers and sympa-
thies go out to Rosa and family. Also our sympathies to Chapter K-2, who have lost a member who worked tire-
lessly for our association and was an inspiration to many. 
 

Let's be certain to remember mom on Mother's Day, Sunday, May 8th. Without mothers, there would be no 
others. 

 
Please be certain to get registered for WOTS. This year promises to be the BEST ever. 

 
See you at a gathering or on the road. 

 
  Ride Safe, We Care, 
Ron and Alice, ADD's 
Central N.C. District 

    



ñHappy Motherôs Day!ò 
Assistant District Directors (WEST)- Tom & Dina Towey 

    
     We would like to wish all of the wonderful moms a Happy Moth-
erôs Day.  If you get a chance, please take time out of your busy 
schedules to remember and honor the military men and women that 
served our country.  
 

     April has been a very busy & disastrous month. Our hearts go 

out to all of the storm victims across the country and our own state. 

 Since the warm weather has arrived, we hope all of you have had the opportunity to ride your bike/trike re-
cently.  We would like to remind everyone May is Motorcycle Safety Awareness month.  For those chapters who 
have events planned during the month, we hope you have great turn out and thank you for promoting Motorcy-
cle Safety Awareness. 
 
 The weather was beautiful and everyone enjoyed the ride around Lake Norman for L2-Mooresvilleôs Treasure 
Chest Ride on April 9

th
.  What a great new type of event L2 came up with, they kept us all in suspense waiting to 

see what prizes were in which treasure chest.  Great job and way to think outside the box or should I say treas-
ure chest! 
 
 The weather was a little chilly for O2-Hickoryôs Yard Sale and gathering on April 23

rd
.  I sure hope that John-

ny Perry is feeling better now; his back was really hurting him on this day. 
 
 The weather was also beautiful for L-Gastonia & C-Charlotte Poker Run/Fun Day on April 30

th
.  They had a 

great crowd, a lot and I mean a lot of door prizes, they gave away plaques and of course good food.  Great job 
on your first poker run! 
 
 Awesome job everyone, we hope you raised a lot of money for your charities and for your chapters, thanks 
for all of your hard work! 
 
 All of the Chapter Couples have been doing an awesome job too!  Congratulations to Willard and Helen 
White from Chapter Y-Morganton and Sharon and John Bussiere from Chapter N Burlington, for completing the 
amazing task of visiting all of the 35 Chapters before the end of April! 
 

  Here are some special events coming up and I hope you will be able to attend.  Additional information on 

these events is available on NC District website. 
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