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 ñItôs All About the Rideé..Itôs All About Fun!ò  
NC District Directors- Andrew & Vickie Butcher 

  

 Itôs all about the Rideé..Itôs all about Fun! If you have not heard or seen this phrase coming from your Dis-
trict Team the last few months, you must be under a rock. We purchased our first Goldwing in 1996. Why? Itôs 
about the ride! No one can disagree with us that the Goldwing is the ñtotal packageò. We planned to ride and we 
have. We actually became interested in this particular bike i.e. ñrideò, by a girl that I worked with. She always 
talked about her Goldwing, the crazy friends they rode with and it just sounded like a lot of fun. Thus the rest of 
our statement ñItôs all about Funò. We feel sure that every single person whether it be Goldwing, Harley, Yamaha 
etc.,  purchased their ride for the same reason. When we started this journey we wanted to have a slogan that 
said something about us and what we are all about and what we want for our members. We want each and every 
one of you to enjoy the ride and have fun, and ñby Georgeò we think you are! 
 
 We have been visiting when we can. We are constantly getting feedback from people about the numbers 
that are showing up for gatherings and events. Since the first of the year chapter visitation has been off the 
charts. We know people are chasing the plaques and having fun. We know Chapter Couples are on the move 
and they are definitely having fun. Chapters are riding with their COY and having fun.   
  
So if you are not having fun, whatôs the problem? We often hear ñitôs just another chapter meeting, they are all 
the sameò. If that is what you think you have not been out and about. We have also heard ñI canôt take the bike 
because of weatherò. So what? Take your car. Call a friend, car pool have some fun. We are not telling you to go 

to every meeting. Remember it is about fun. Go when you can, have some fun, when you canôt, you canôt. No big 
deal. 
 
 There is one other thing we want to address that we hear. Have you heard this lately? ñIôve been riding 
for 25 years and thereôs nothing wrong with how I ride. ñWell wouldnôt the world be in a bigger mess if technol-
ogy stopped 25 years ago. Keep your mind open to new ideas, new ways, doing something different. We can 
teach old dog new tricks ESPECIALLY WHEN IT COMES TO SAFETY. Sometimes we hear about disagreements 
within a Chapter, District etc. Thatôs okay. Remember GWRRA is your second family and just like brothers and 
sisters you are going to have disagreements but at the end of the day you can count on your family to be there. 
 
                                                                                                                                                     (continued on next page) 
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(continued) 
 We can not make you ride. We can not make you have fun. Thatôs your CHOICE! Just remember:                  

         Itôs all about the rideéitôs all about Fun! 

We would like to thank all the Chapter Couples for your support of the program and getting out there and having 
fun. We also want to thank each one of you for the part you play in keeping the fun in GWRRA. Something tells 
us maybe our slogan ñItôs about the rideé.Itôs about Funò came along at a perfect time. 
 

Ride Safe! 
Andrew and Vickie 

ñDISTRICT TEAM CHANGESò 
NC District Directors- Andrew & Vickie Butcher 

 Effective March 1st Dwayne Miller and Linda Hudson stepped down as District Educators. We want to thank 
both Dwayne and Linda for their dedication to the Rider Education Program. It was a pleasure to have worked 
with them the last 3 ½ years. We wish them many safe miles and hope you do not become strangers. They have 
been an asset to the District Team and will continue to be an asset to the NC membership as J.A.M.ôs. 
 
 We would live to welcome Wayne and Elva Grant to their new position as District Rider Educator and Motor-
ist Awareness Coordinator. Wayne and Elva have worked with Dwayne and Linda the last few years as the As-
sistant Rider Educators for the East and Motorist Awareness Coordinators. Their knowledge and commitment to 
both the Rider Education and Motorist Awareness programs will be a huge asset to the NC District Team. 
 
 We would also like to thank Cathy Church, Assistant Educator for the West, for the outstanding job she 
has done. We know that Dwayne and Linda counted on her knowledge and commitment to help with all the pa-
perwork involved with Rider Education. We know with her job and family it has been difficult to continue to have 
something extra on your plate. Thanks again to Cathy for her dedication to the Rider Education Program. Ride 
safe, ride often. 
 
 We would like to welcome the newest members to the NC District Team, Tom and Colleen Fitzgerald.  
They will be stepping up to Assistant District Educators. Tom and Colleen belong to Chapter NC-B2 in Winston 
Salem. They bring a lot of experience and dedication to the program. Tom has been active in the Rider Educa-
tion program for several years. He was also recognized as the Region Chapter Educator for 2010. We look for-
ward to working with Tom and Colleen the next few years and know they will be able to fill some very big shoes 
left behind by Cathy. Tomôs email address is tomfitz@iname.com 
 

Good luck and Welcome from the NC District Team. 
 
 

 
 

 

mailto:tomfitz@iname.com


ñFACTS ABOUT MARCHò  
Assistant District Directors (EAST)- Walter & Bernadette Snider 

 According to the Georgian calendar, March is the third month of the year. According to the early Roman calen-
dar, it was the first month and was called Martius. The ancient Romans later made January 1 the beginning of the year, 
and March became the third month on the calendar. March has always had 31 days. Its name honors Mars, the Roman 
God of war. 
  
 The winter ends with March, and with that end comes Spring. Spring in the northern half of the world begins with 
March 19, 20, or 21, the day when the sun is directly over the equator.  

 
    In the northern hemisphere, the animals end their hibernation and many plants come to life 
again in March. The sap flows in the trees again, and the buds begin to show up. Bears, wood-
chucks, and chipmunks leave their hibernating spots. People begin to start looking for the first 
robin and the beginning of Spring arrival. 

 
                     (Above taken from http://www.entourages.com/barbs/march.htm) 

 
 

 We as ñWingersò start getting out and riding more and look forward to the warmer weather that is just 
around the bend. We have already seen the signs of increased riding.  
 
 On February 19

th
 Smithfield (NC-C2) held their annual ñChili Cook Offò and for the 4

th
 year in a row, atten-

dance increased. There were over 320 that showed up to have some chili with fixins, nice door prizes, games, 
deserts and some good old fun. C2 did a GREAT job as usual putting their event together. We want to thank all 
the chapter members that worked so hard to make it another outstanding event. 
 
 WAY TO GO NC-C2!  At Sanfordôs (NC-S2) last meet the parking lot was chocked full of beautiful gold wings 
of all different colors, many with lots of ñSAFETYò equipment (OK chrome and lights)!! The restaurant was filled 
with over a hundred Wingers; well dressed in leather and looking sharp! Sanford had two pieces of wood and 
many were there with the expectation of taking it to their home chapter. It was busy and noisy with chatting and 
laughter abounding. We believe a good time was had by all based on the smiles all over the room. If you were 
not there, alas you missed a good day, but there are many other meetings all over the state just waiting for you 
to show up and join in on the fun. 
 
 Bernadette & I like this time of year, the weather is getting a little warmer each day and the temperature is 
just right, not too cold and not too hot. It makes riding a very pleasant experience.  I hope we see you out there 
soon, having fun and enjoying the nice weather, chapter meetings and events that are coming up in the next few 
days and weeks. 
 

Walter & Bernadette Snider 
Assistant District Directors (East) 

http://www.entourages.com/barbs/march.htm


ñWhat a Ball!ò 
Assistant District Directors (CENTRAL)- Ron & Alice Myers 

 Hello GWRRA Family, 
  
 Our motto for 2011 is, "It's all about the fun, it's all about the ride."   Alice and I were recently in 
Smithfield for C-2's chili cook-off.  What a ball!  It was like 300 family members attending a family re-
union with everybody wanting to chat with everybody.  I didn't get to talk with everyone I wanted to, 
so I'll go back next year  to get the ones I missed. 

 
 I entered the chili contest with my special concoction.  Pure hand cut (by 
me) beef  and a variety of chili powders bought in New Mexico.  And no beans. 
(real chili doesn't use beans)  Alice even made her Mexican cornbread, which is 
delicious beyond belief, but it was all gone by the time I got to it.  Now for my 
big snafu.  I FORGOT TO TURN THE HEAT ON THE CROCK POT!  Cold chili 
ain't good, so I'll try again next year.  We had a great time, and C-2 does a won-
derful job with this event.  The ride was fun, the friendship and comraderie 
were fun, the food was great!  What else could we ask for? 
  

 In the seven years we've been in the GWRRA, I've never seen visitation at the level it's been at the 
gatherings we've attended.  Eighty to one hundred hasn't been unusual.  The couples are absolutely 
awesome this year.  It seems they're all at every gathering and bring a lot of their chapter for support.  
GREAT!  If you haven't gone to a gathering with your chapter couple, give it a try.  I know you'll have 
fun and enjoy the ride. 
  

Ride Safe, We Care, 
  

Ron and Alice  
Assistant District Directors (CENTRAL) 

  
  



ñLarge Gatheringsò 
Assistant District Directors (WEST)- Tom & Dina Towey 

   We have been out visiting several chapters and all of the attendance has been amazing.  You know you 
have a large crowd when you have to expand the room in the restaurant and that is exactly what happened at 
Monroeôs gathering on February 5

th
.   At Monroeôs gathering, David & Kathy Orr and their new team were sworn 

into office.  They also had 10 Chapter Couples and our Region N Couple in attendance, way to go Chapter Cou-
ples!  
  
 At Forest Cityôs gathering on February 8

th
 they had a good turnout too; Mike & Lynn Humphries and their 

new team were sworn into office.  Mooresville had a large crowd too and if you were not at Mooresvilleôs gather-
ing on February 12

th
, you missed out on a very ñspecialò performance.  Thanks to Mike Stokes (aka Miles) for 

videotaping the performance, which can be viewed on YouTube. Asheville had a good turnout too on February 
26

th
 and their Treasurer and MEC are now sworn into office.  Mt. Airy filled up their gathering room also on the 

26
th
, and their Treasurer was sworn into office. At Morgantonôs gathering on the 26

th
, they had a large & rowdy 

crowd, they gave roses to all of the wonderful women in attendance, they gave away two plaques and their 
Treasurer and ACDôs were sworn into office. They also had 8 Chapter Couples, District Couple and Region N 
Couple in attendance, awesome job couples! 
 
    Great job everyone, keep having fun and keep visiting! 
   

Here are some special events in March and I hope you will be able to attend.  Additional information on these 
events is available on NC District website. 

 
NC-H2 Swap Meet, Durham, NC ï March 19 
NC-Y2 Poker Run, Monroe, NC ï March 26 

 
Happy St. Patrickôs Day!  

 
 

Tom & Dina Towey 
Assistant District Directors (WEST) 

Fun, Safety & Knowledge 

 
  


