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 EXTRA, EXTRA READ ALL ABOUT IT!!!!!!!!!! 
ñWINGS OVER THE SMOKIESò HAS A NEW HOME AND NAME!!!!!! 

      
 Immediately following Wings Over the Smokies in September, we received many e-mails about our conven-
tion, many very positive and some with thoughts on ways to improve it.    
 
 We asked our District Team to critique, criticize, share ideas and offer suggestions as to how we can make 
our future conventions more enjoyable and relevant for our membership. There were many ideas presented, and 
all were received and some are still being evaluated.    
 
 We have seen a decreased attendance over the past number of years, and we wanted to see how we might 
begin to stop the bleeding.  We wanted to know why folks seem uninterested in attending our convention and 
we heard several recurring themes, one being ñbeen there, done that, seen the movie, got the t-shirtò.  That was 
a common feeling from many of the folks who have faithfully attended WOS for many years and who now feel 
weôre simply reheating the ñsame ole mealò year after year.  
 
 We felt as your District Team it is our responsibility to try to do something to turn this around and get our 
members excited and interested about coming to Wings every year. 
 
 Suggestion:  ñFind a new venueò  
 
 In response to this feedback, the District Team was tasked to find a suitable, affordable and viable alterna-
tive convention site.   We began the search in early October with 15 different venues on the table.  We created 
criteria listing our basic needs.  This list, along with other items of introduction, was sent to all 15 sites.  Re-
sponses were received from only half of these who wished to be considered.   
 
 The next steps included extensive phone calls, emails and visits to evaluate their facilities, hotels, points of 
interest, etc. 
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 We felt that one of the most important concerns we hoped to remedy was to have the ability to offer onsite 
ERC, Trike courses, and other Rider Ed events.  Another was to continue to provide an adequate indoor vendor 
area.  
 
 A suitable location was found that provides these, met and exceeded our criteria and much, much more.  
The District Team is absolutely thrilled to present to you the new location for our 2012 North Carolina Conven-
tion, located in Cabarrus County, near Concord, North Carolinaé   
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 This is a gorgeous facility located in the scenic Piedmont area of central North Carolina.  If you want to get a 
closer look at this facility, we invite you to visit www.cabarrusarena.com. The  is: 4751 NC Highway 49,  Con-
cord, NC. 
 
 We as YOUR District Team want to do everything we can to get all of YOU, our District Members, to attend 
YOUR convention and be excited and have FUN while you are there. 
 
 We invite everyone to attend the 1st Annual Winter Thaw & Operations Meeting on January 28 in Winston 
Salem.  This will not only be our yearly Operations Meeting but we plan to have representatives from the Event 
Center and Chamber of Commerce there to show you more about this exciting venue we have chosen for our 
2012 Goldwing Convention along with the many exciting things to do in the surrounding area. 
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http://www.cabarrusarena.com/


 We are also including information for the host hotels, there are two side by side.  On-Site Camping will be 
offered to our members for the first time ever (information also included).  If you have any comments or con-
cerns please give us a call or shoot us an e-mail. 
 
 The District Team is so excited about this change.  Once you see the facility and all that we are going to be 
able to offer to our attendees you too will get excited about YOUR District Convention. Make plans today to join 
us in September at the new WINGS OVER NORTH CAROLINA! 
 
 The next time that we see or hear from most of you it will be 2012.  We would like to end the year by thank-
ing all of our District Team, Chapter Team Leaders and most of all our membership for all the support you have 
given us in 2011.  This was our first full year as your District Directors.  We have made new friends and said 
good bye to some old friends.  There have been more highs than lows.  We have learned so many things.é..life 
is short, make the most of every moment.  Cherish your friends, you can never have enough.   Donôt sweat the 
small stuff, we are only human.   Canôt please all the people, all the time and last but not leastéé.as long as we 
have our Goldwing family supporting us, it will be alright. 
 

Our Christmas wish to each of you and your families is to have a safe and happy holiday season. 
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from our family to yours. 
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HOTEL/CAMPING INFORMATION  

Host Hotels  

Country Inn & Suites, Concord, NC  

704 -793 -6777  

$80 Standard Double Room  

$85 Suite Room  

(does not include tax)  

Group code:  

0912NCGWRR or Gold Wing Road Riders to get discounted rate.  

********************************************************************************  

Sleep Inn, Concord, NC  

704 -882 -1211 contact Dottie  

$79 King/Double Room  

 

CAMPING  

On -site camping available.  Full hook up and Electrical only hook up available.  

Contact: Tom & Dina Towey  

wooddoc@cbvnol.com  

828 -926 -6175  

Limited sites available/ will be on a first come basis. 

(does not include taxes)  

HOTELS LOCATED AT EXIT 60 ð DALE EARNHARDT BLVD.  

mailto:wooddoc@cbvnol.com



