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I pledge Allegiance to the flag of the United States of America
and to the Republic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with Liberty and Justice for all.
We SUPPORT and THANK ALL our service men and women.
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My Name is Old Glory
by Howard Schnauber

I am the flag of the United States of America.
My name is Old Glory.
I fly atop the world's tallest buildings.
I stand watch in America's halls of justice.
I fly majestically over great institutes of learning.
I stand guard with the greatest military power in the world.
Look up! And see me!
I stand for peace - honor - truth and justice.
I stand for freedom
I am confident - I am arrogant
I am proud.
When I am flown with my fellow banners
My head is a little higher
My colors a little truer.
I bow to no one.
I am recognized all over the world.
I am worshipped - I am saluted - I am respected
I am revered - I am loved, and I am feared.
I have fought every battle of every war for more than 200 years:
Gettysburg, Shilo, Appomatox, San Juan Hill, the trenches of
France, the Argonne Forest, Anzio, Rome, the beaches of
Normandy, the deserts of Africa, the cane fields of the
Philippines, the rice paddies and jungles of Guam, Okinawa,
Japan, Korea, Vietnam, Guadalcanal New Britain, Peleliu, and
many more islands.
And a score of places long forgotten by all but those who were
with me.
I was there.
I led my soldiers - I followed them.
I watched over them.
They loved me.
I was on a small hill in Iwo Jima.
I was dirty, battle-worn and tired, but my soldiers cheered me,
and I was proud.
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I have been soiled, burned, torn and trampled on the streets of
countries I have helped set free.
It does not hurt, for I am invincible.
I have been soiled, burned, torn and trampled on the streets of my country,
and when it is by those with whom I have served in battle - it hurts.
But I shall overcome - for I am strong.
I have slipped the bonds of Earth and stand watch over the
uncharted new frontiers of space
from my vantage point on the moon.
I have been a silent witness to all of America's finest hours.
But my finest hour comes when I am torn into strips to
be used for bandages for my wounded comrades on the field of battle,
When I fly at half mast to honor my soldiers,
And when I lie in the trembling arms of a grieving
mother at the graveside of her fallen son.
I am proud.
My name is Old Glory.
Dear God - Long may I wave.
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North Carolina District Team

District Directors
Glenn and Joy Kennedy

Asst. District Directors - East
Tom Tipton

District Educators
Anthony and Shirley Prewitt

District Treasurers
Bev and Ron Chapman

District Vendor Coordinators
Rex and Dianna Temple

Asst. District Educator
Roger Felton

Asst. District Director - Central
Libby Jennings

District Leadership Trainer
John Bryant

Asst. District Educator
Paul Breau

Asst. District Director - West 2021
Dave & Dianne Smith

District MEPC
Sue and Charles Langley

District Care Bear
Mary Felton
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Thank You To Our Sponsors Of
Wing Over the Smokies®

Shroader’s Honda, 220 Mitchelle Dr. Hendersonville, NC 28792 1-888-825-3394

CSC Trikes / California Sidecar, Find a dealer

Hartco International, 800-446-7772, 386-698-4668, Fax 386-698-2762
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North Carolina District Directors
Glenn and Joy Kennedy
TIS THE SEASON TO BE JOLLY, FA LA LA LA …

The Christmas season is upon us and it is now more important than ever to keep the spirit of Christmas alive in our
lives. Cherishing our friends and family is the hallmark of the season. Be sure to include your GWRRA Family in
your lives during this holiday. Face-to-face get togethers may be difficult this year, but a phone call may be more
meaningful.
Staying Active
Although the winter weather is heading our way, there are still what I will call weather windows here in the South.
Riding in 50+ degree weather on a bright sunshiny day can be very enjoyable, especially since you will be wearing
All That Gear! Just this past Saturday Joy and I participated in a Toys for Tots ride in Greenville. The weather was
beautiful, sunny and mid-50s. There were approximately 65 bikes, but only a handful of Goldwings. The ride
delivered toys to Santa and a biker parade to the senior community of Cypress Glen followed by a hot dog lunch
back at Ron Ayers Motorsports.
While the annual Gifts on Cycles events were cancelled by the three respective institutions, there was a parade
opportunity offered by the Murdoch Developmental Center in Butner. Libby reports that there were 10 bikes from
the Central District participating in the parade.
I encourage our chapters to watch for these weather windows and take advantage of these opportunities for planning
a Covid-safe outdoor ride. Don’t forget to invite members from surrounding chapters to join in your ride when
possible.
New Adventure
How many of you have heard of “Geocaching”? Joy discovered it while searching for an outdoor activity for our
daughter’s birthday. Geocaching is kind of a scavenger hunt that someone else has already established. In essence,
there are markers that have been hidden all over the country (and the world) that have been identified by GPS
coordinates. It’s outside, socially distanced, invigorating, challenging and FUN. It can be an impromptu activity –
no planning necessary. It would be a perfect activity for one of those weather windows and can be done with any
number of participants. All you have to do is download the Geocaching app onto your phone, get on your bike and
go.
District Team
As mentioned last month, there are openings on the District Team coming available the first of January. We need a
District Newsletter Editor; a District Webmaster; and a District Ride Coordinator and again we thank each of these
officers for their service. Members, please consider stepping up to serve your GWRRA Family next year (and
thereafter).
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Clyde Alexander had on several past occasions indicated that he would appreciate being relieved as ADD – West
if a strong replacement could be found. I am pleased to announce that such a strong team has been found and
that effective January 1st, Dave & Dianne Smith, the current CDs at NC-I Asheville will become our ADDs West. We all appreciate the loyal and dedicated service that Clyde has rendered to our District and look forward
to working with Dave & Dianne in 2021.
Upcoming Events
The current fall/winter resurgence of the COVID pandemic is wreaking havoc with our efforts to move back
toward “the way we were”.
The annual New Year’s Resolution Ride sponsored by NC-S2 has been cancelled since the community venue
has been closed during the pandemic. Hopefully, there can be a similar event scheduled later in the year.
Planning for our annual Officer’s Conference has also been disrupted by the COVID resurgence. Last year we
had 175 people in attendance at a hotel hosted event. There is no way that we can or even should be trying to
put that many people together in close physical proximity this year. Perhaps there is a way that we can
drastically reduce the number of attendees at the event while finding a venue that would allow for proper social
distancing and masking. However, the gathering restrictions that may be in place by January may not allow even
such a reduced conference size. An Officers’ Conference held via Zoom call(s) may be our destiny.
Don’t forget that the season offers the opportunity to ride to view Christmas light displays.
We wish you and yours a Merry Christmas and the hope for a Happy New Year!
for our GWRRA FAMILY
Glenn and Joy Kennedy
districtdirector@gwrranc.org
919-740-0045 Glenn
919-740-0395 Joy

Murdoch Christmas Parade
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NC Assistant District Director - East
Tom Tipton
HO! HO! HO! December is Here!!!!
Christmas is just around the corner! I hope everyone will have a very Merry Christmas! This has been a year of not
knowing. What a Year! It is hard to understand where it went. The chapters in NC have suffered along with it's
members that either have fought the covid-19 virus, or by the hardships the virus has caused. Everyone has been
touched by this virus one way or another. I am hoping the vaccination will take care of this aweful virus as soon as
possible. Then we can all get back to seeing our friends in other GWRRA chapters!
With Christmas at O'Berry Center canceled this year chapters in the East can still make donations to O'Berry. In the
form of money or other donations such as clothes or items for Christmas! (no used items please, they will be
discarded) These donations can be made by calling our go to person at O'Berry Center Pat Yates at 919-735-0945
or calling me (Tom Tipton) at 919-738-2109. We can arrange to meet up at a place that is agreeable to both of us.
Just because we did not have GWRRA Christmas 2020 at O’Berry does not mean Christmas has been canceled for
the residents O'Berry this year! Please don't forget the Residents at O'Berry this Christmas. They still need our help
this year!
A BIG Thank YOU! to the few Eastern chapters that have not forgotten O'Berry residents this Christmas! I know of
chapters that have asked their members for monetary donations, so they could give O’Berry Money this year.
Thanks to the Eastern Cd's for coming up with that idea since your annual chapter fund raisers have been canceled
in 2020!
My two Christmas wishes for 2020 are.
1. May everyone have a Merry Christmas!
2. May 2021 be a better year for everyone!
Merry Christmas Everyone!
Just thinking! You know you have made the right decision if you thought of someone else first! It is so Easy to
make the right decision! I feel so sorry for those whom only think of themselves!
I am Here For Ya!
919-738-2109
tiptonsauto@att.net

ADD East
tomt

GWRRA North Carolina District Newsletter
NC Assistant District Director - Central
Libby Jennings
Hello Gold Winger
December, 2020 is here and I am like the rest of you, glad this year has come to an end. But I feel the first few
month of 2021 are going to be ruff also with this virus hanging around. Everyone is tired of staying in and not doing
the fun things the GWRRA families are normally doing. But folks I feel next year will be lots better than 2020 so
let’s keep our hearts open for good things to come.
On Saturday December 5th, the Murdoch Developmental Center had a Christmas Parade for the residents at the
facility. We had ten (10) Motorcycles with members from Chapter A-Greensboro – Chapter B2 Winston-Salem –
H2 Durham, Forest Ranger Truck, Butner Public Safety, Bright Red Dump Truck, Fire Truck, some Old Beautiful
Cars, a Hillbilly Golf Cart with a moonshine can on back; and yes, we had Santa Claus too. Thanks to you Santa for
riding your motorcycle. We rode around the complex twice and honked our horns, waved and screamed Merry
Christmas and they hollered back at us. They were so happy that we were there. I saw some familiar faces that we
normally have at our event each year. So next year we can be back to our normal schedule.
Thank you to the ones that adopted some residents this year because I know they will be happy when Christmas
Day gets here and they can get their surprise. I am sorry we could not have adopted all the names we had but this
year that was not possible. Thank you to the ones that brought or sent other items and to the ones that donated cash
money. I thank you from the bottom of my heart.
Hope each of you get all your wishes for Christmas this year. I want good health and good peace in this world.
I want you to enjoy the fun that was had by all at the Murdoch Center in the form of pictures that I am sending
Debra to place in the newsletter.
Please be safe in your travels, if you do travel. Hope everyone has a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year. See you in 2021
Love to all,
Libby Jennings
Central – Assistant District Director

Murdoch Christamas parade photos
Submitted by Libby Jennings
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North Carolina District MEPC
Charles and Sue Langley

We wish everyone a Merry Christmas! Love to all of you!
Charles and Sue Langley
District MEPC
Contributors Corner

Adventures of Dave and Baby
Photo by Baby
A real C.D. (Collie Dog)
and
Dave Smith

Baby or Doll?
Photo submitted by Joy Kennedy
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T’was a month before Christmas and all through the town,
People wore masks that covered their frown.
The frown had begun way back in the Spring,
When a global pandemic changed everything.
They called it corona, but unlike the beer,
It didn’t bring good times, it didn’t bring cheer.
Contagious and deadly, this virus spread fast,
Like a wildfire that starts when fueled by gas.
Airplanes were grounded, travel was banned.
Borders were closed across air, sea and land.
As the world entered lockdown to flatten the curve,
The economy halted, and folks lost their nerve.
From March to July we rode the first wave,
People stayed home, they tried to behave.
When summer emerged - the lockdown was lifted.
But away from caution, many folk drifted.
Now it’s December and cases are spiking,
Wave two has arrived, much to our disliking.
Frontline workers - Doctors and nurses,
Try to save people from riding in hearses.
This virus is awful. This COVID-19.
There isn’t a cure; there is yet no vaccine.
It’s true that this year has had sadness a plenty,
We’ll never forget the year 2020.
And just ‘round the corner - the holiday season,
But how to be merry? Is there even one reason
To decorate the house and put up the tree,
When no one will see it, no-one but me?
But outside my window the snow gently falls,
And I think to myself, 'Let’s deck the halls!'
Photos By Debra K. Lawler
So, I gather the ribbon, the garland and bows,
As I play those old carols, my happiness grows.
Christmas isn’t cancelled and neither is hope.
If we lean on each other, I know we can cope.
Poem Author
Unknown
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North Carolina District Treasurer
Ron and Beverly Chapman
It's Time
GWRRA Year End Financial Reports

Chapter Directors and chapter Treasurers, it is that time of year again when we need to talk about GWRRA Year
End Financial Reports. An email from the GWRRA Director of Finance has already been forwarded to each of
you. That email includes the forms you will need to complete. The following is a list of the reports I will need as
soon after December 31, 2020 as possible.
Please send all reports together by email to: ronbevch@gmail.com
Financial Report Cover Sheet
GWRRA Financial Report file for 2020
Equipment List
Bank’s Record of Signatures
Bank Statement for December 31, 2020
Chapter Information Sheet for the year 2021
We will have information concerning the 990Ns and 8822B at a later date.
DO NOT WAIT ON THE 990N INFO TO SUBMIT THE ABOVE REPORTS.
SEND THE ABOVE REPORTS ASAP AFTER DECEMBER 31ST.
You should be able to complete these forms as soon as you receive you December 31, 2020 Bank Statement.
If you have any questions, please contact me at 828-256-7192 or 828-234-4338. If no answer, please leave a
message and I will return your call.
As always, thank you for what you do for your Chapter and for the NC District.

Merry Christmas!
Beverly Chapman
District Treasurer
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North Carolina District Educator
Tony & Shirley Prewitt
Animal Hazards
Swerve or Panic Stop?
By: James R. Davis

It doesn't happen very often but even while traveling on a freeway you can suddenly be confronted with an animal
in your path. Certainly it happens with some frequency in the country, and on city streets you must be ever
concerned about usually domesticated types.
Those of us who ride in the country tend to confront five types of animals with some regularity: deer, dogs, cattle,
birds and horses in roughly that order of frequency. On surface streets there are usually just two varieties: dogs and
children (both an animal and wildlife in my book.) Dogs on a freeway are usually road kill before you get to them.
If you see an animal in your path, given plenty of warning, the obvious best move is to slow down and give it as
wide a clearance as possible. However, in the case of an animal that 'was in front of me out of nowhere' situations,
you have an immediate decision to make ... to swerve and try to avoid it, or to panic stop.
That is a false choice to make! If you think that you can figure out where a deer is going to be in the next 5
seconds, you are dead wrong! But more than that, if you think that you can, in a panic, swerve your motorcycle
and retain control of it - not run into oncoming traffic, or the side of the mountain, or off the road, or oversteer it
into a crash after avoiding the animal, or swerve right into the animal which has jumped into your new path, then
you are probably also of the opinion that it can't happen to you in any event.
If you hit a cement truck at 5 mph you will probably walk away from it. If you hit ANYTHING while traveling at
50 mph or faster, you probably will not. The difference is your speed. Swerving does not reduce your speed. What
it will do is give away some control.
Your best move is almost always to try a CONTROLLED panic stop. Do not lose control of your bike. Minimize
the speed of impact. If you are good, and practiced, you might not hit anything at all. Even if luck is against you
you will probably still walk away from it.
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I can hear it now: "Even if it's a child?" Absolutely! If that child decides to make a dash for his/her life and
chooses (like you) the wrong direction to run in, then you will hit that child with a greater (faster) impact
swerving to avoid him/her than if you try to stop the bike.
Of course you aren't doing 50 mph or greater on city streets, right? You are covering your front brake while riding
on city streets, right?
Play the odds in your head before you get into the situation. Condition yourself - bias yourself - panic stops are
not a bad thing.
Shirley and Tony Prewitt
NC District Educators

North Carolina District Newsletter Editor
North Carolina District Web Master
Debra K. Lawler
Well, here I am writing my last article as your NC District Newsletter Editor and last post as the Webmaster. I
have mixed feelings about leaving the District team. But I know I must do what is best for James and I.
It has been a great honor being part of the District team. I hope someone will step up and fill my shoes. So as the
great Doris Day sang 'Que Sera, Sera (Whatever Will Be, Will Be)'.
I miss each and everyone of you. We have made good memories together. I will always cherish all of them. I know
I will see some of you around. When we do we will make new memories together.
James and I will keep riding. Who knows you may see us in the most unexpected places.
Merry Christmas (Don't forget what Christmas is really about). Happy New year! May it be filled with good health
and prosperity.
Debra K. Lawler
NC District Newsletter Editor
NC District Webmaster
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North Carolina District
University Coordinator
John Bryant
2020. What a year! Coronavirus, “Covid-19”, (Shelter in Place, Shutdown, Wear a Mask, Social Distance, Wash
Hands, Elections, Don’t Travel for the Holidays) and now the virus is surging again. We were advised against
large gatherings for Thanksgiving and I hope we all complied as much and as safely as possible. The same is in
place for Christmas. Please take care and protect your family and GWRRA friends. Limit group activities, wear
masks, wash your hands and social distance. Good news is we are seeing the light at the end of the tunnel with the
new vaccines coming out. Hopefully they will be approved for use in early December. I certainly hope so and will
be in line as soon as one is available that I can take.
The District is poised to bounce back in 2021 with the annual business meeting as soon as feasible. Training
programs are expected to get back in the saddle next spring with in-classroom modules. Yes, training in person, in
the classroom, is coming back early next year. Chapter gatherings and events, and off course, Wings over the
Smokies.
In the meantime; yes, we are tired of being limited and confined, but hang in there for a few more months. Then,
when it’s time to come back, let’s come back healthy, loud and proud! In the interim, keep using ZOOM,
Facetime, Facebook, emails and telephone calls to check on and keep up with your family and friends. Don’t
forget to keep those battery tenders hooked up and ready for some short individual / small group rides, weather
permitting. Keep your guard up. Avoid large crowds when in-store shopping. We can and will beat this virus. We
miss you guys and hope to see you soon.
Wishing for you a Very Merry Christmas and a most Prosperous New Year.
John Bryant
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Murdoch Christmas parade photos
submitted by Libby Jennings
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North Carolina District Care Bear
Mary Felton
It's been a quiet month, don't know if nothing is going on or just not hearing from anyone, hope that is the case.
Illness
Sue & Charles Langley had the Covid 19 Virus, but are recovering well. C2, Dist. MEPC's
William Prince recovering from the virus, Delores was asymptomatic. H2
Robbie Tew's wife Sharon had surgery this week D2
Glenda Hamm,is in the Elkin hospital with covid and pneumonia. X2
Floyd Dixon is in the hospital with Covid 19. A
Deaths
Rick Dancy's sons mother in law passed. X2
Hope everyone is doing well in all this mess we have had this year, doesn't look like the first part of next year will
be much better.
Sorry to see so many are stepping down at the end of the year, hope they will still be around.
Mary Felton, NC District Care Bear
maryfelton2@gmail.com
We would like to wish the following members a very Happy Birthday and a very Happy Anniversary:
December Birthdays
NC-A
Larry Weavil 12-4
Ken Worland 12-11
Colleen FitzGerald 12-12
Jay Jinnette 12-13
NC-D2
Todd Meadows 12-3
NC-F2
Kathleen Keagon 12-9

November GWRRA Anniversaries
NC-A
Milton Goodpasture 12-1-1980. (40 years)
Pat Wilson 12-1-1986. (34 years)
Ron and Alice Myers 12-14-2004 (16 years)

NC- M2
Bob Martin 12-6
Gerry Boykin 12-13
Craig Lonbre 12-15
Leigh Ann Sullivan 12-20
Diedre Quinn 12-21
NC-T2
Bill McGill 12-16
Dan Balfrey 12-21
Cliff Gammons 12-25
NC- S2
Samantha Cox 12-20
November Wedding Anniversaries
NC-A
Don and Becky Herrmann 12-16-1977. (43 yrs)
NC-T2
Dan & Linda Balfrey 12/16/77 43 years
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We said farewell to some of our GWRRA family in 2020
GWRRA Family we said farewell to.
NC-I Robin Ferguson 12/25/19
NC-A Dennis Hands 1/1/2020
NC-A Henry Jinnett 1/30/2020
NC-F2 Vernon Dudley 2/9/2020
NC-S2 Della Stewart 2/9/2020
NC-I Johnny Johnson 2/22/2020
NC-P Libby Taylor 5/5/2020
NC-M2 Mark Quinn 7/22/2020
NC-U2 Rusty White 9/4/ 2020
NC-C2 Connie Eason 9/27/2020
NC-T2 Mary Murdock 10/10/2020
NC-D Betty Culler 10/26/2020
Your GWRRA family will miss you all. You
may be gone but you will never be forgotten.

Meeting changes and Cancellations
Be sure to check the District Website home page for a list of chapters gathering and inviting
visitors, chapters gathering NO visitors invited and chapters not gathering. If you are unsure
contact the Chapter Director to verify gathering information.
All rider education and MFA classes have been canceled because of state and national mandates to
Shelter in Place, Stay at Home, Self-Quarantine, and Social Distancing.
PLEASE NOTE: The monthly calendar has been removed until regular chapter gatherings resume.
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