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I pledge Allegiance to the flag of the United States of America
and to the Republic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with Liberty and Justice for all.
We SUPPORT and THANK ALL our service men and women.

GWRRA North Carolina District Newsletter

My Name is Old Glory
by Howard Schnauber

I am the flag of the United States of America.
My name is Old Glory.
I fly atop the world's tallest buildings.
I stand watch in America's halls of justice.
I fly majestically over great institutes of learning.
I stand guard with the greatest military power in the world.
Look up! And see me!
I stand for peace - honor - truth and justice.
I stand for freedom
I am confident - I am arrogant
I am proud.
When I am flown with my fellow banners
My head is a little higher
My colors a little truer.
I bow to no one.
I am recognized all over the world.
I am worshipped - I am saluted - I am respected
I am revered - I am loved, and I am feared.
I have fought every battle of every war for more than 200 years:
Gettysburg, Shilo, Appomatox, San Juan Hill, the trenches of
France, the Argonne Forest, Anzio, Rome, the beaches of
Normandy, the deserts of Africa, the cane fields of the
Philippines, the rice paddies and jungles of Guam, Okinawa,
Japan, Korea, Vietnam, Guadalcanal New Britain, Peleliu, and
many more islands.
And a score of places long forgotten by all but those who were
with me.
I was there.
I led my soldiers - I followed them.
I watched over them.
They loved me.
I was on a small hill in Iwo Jima.
I was dirty, battle-worn and tired, but my soldiers cheered me,
and I was proud.
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I have been soiled, burned, torn and trampled on the streets of
countries I have helped set free.
It does not hurt, for I am invincible.
I have been soiled, burned, torn and trampled on the streets of my country,
and when it is by those with whom I have served in battle - it hurts.
But I shall overcome - for I am strong.
I have slipped the bonds of Earth and stand watch over the
uncharted new frontiers of space
from my vantage point on the moon.
I have been a silent witness to all of America's finest hours.
But my finest hour comes when I am torn into strips to
be used for bandages for my wounded comrades on the field of battle,
When I fly at half mast to honor my soldiers,
And when I lie in the trembling arms of a grieving
mother at the graveside of her fallen son.
I am proud.
My name is Old Glory.
Dear God - Long may I wave.
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Thank You To Our Sponsors Of
Wing Over the Smokies®

Shroader’s Honda, 220 Mitchelle Dr. Hendersonville, NC 28792 1-888-825-3394

CSC Trikes / California Sidecar, Find a dealer

Hartco International, 800-446-7772, 386-698-4668, Fax 386-698-2762
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North Carolina District Directors
Glenn and Joy Kennedy

Let’s give thanks for all our many blessings. It is important now more than ever to count our many blessings; it is
easy to lose sight of them in this current environment.
Wings Over Carolina 2020
Despite a washout on the weekend of October 10th and 11th (courtesy of Hurricane Delta), the 3rd and final prong
of the Wings Over Carolina trident was a resounding success on October 17th. The spirit of the 43 participants was
not dampened by the week’s delay. The weather was beautiful and so was the fall scenery on what was a wellplanned and executed ride/picnic. Thanks to Libby, Steve Cline and Darrin Gentz for putting together this
wonderful event.
There is momentum for making Wings Over Carolina an annual event, perhaps in late Spring or early Summer to
kick off the new riding season each year.
Good News – Bad News
Bad News - At this point I had planned to salute the many chapters which were finding ways to restart their
traditional gatherings (some with visitors but many without). Then, just this afternoon (Tuesday, November 10th)
Governor Cooper imposed more onerous restrictions on indoor gatherings, limiting them to no more than 10 people.
This is going to make it virtually impossible for restaurants to allow many of us to resume our gatherings – even
without visitation.
It is now more important than ever that we make every effort to continue to get our family members together and
engaged in non-traditional ways. The outdoor rides to open areas with BYO food have worked wonderfully so far
but the cold winter weather makes such get-togethers more difficult and forces us to think even more outside the
box about ways to keep the GWRRA spirit thriving.
You can send ideas for activities and games, etc. to our Newsletter’s Contributors’ Corner to share with other
chapters in the state. (In fact, we have included one fun activity originating from Kentucky District – Chapter G in
this month’s newsletter.)
Good News – There are incredibly positive results from the continuing development and testing of a vaccine.
Although masking, hand washing, social distancing and other restrictions may slow the spread of the virus, only an
effective vaccine with wide-spread acceptance is going to bring us anywhere near back to our former lives. Let’s
pray for its success.
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Transitions
We have several chapters that are undergoing leadership transitions at the end of this year. While we hate to lose
good leaders, we must understand that life’s ebbs and flows sometime take us in unexpected directions.
NC-A Greensboro – Carl and Nancy Allen have found it necessary to cut their tenure short at the end of the year.
NC-D Greenville – Bobby and Alice Manning are giving up the leadership reins after 23 years.
NC-D2 New Bern – Glenn Alphin stepped down a couple of months ago.
NC-K2 Fayetteville – Buz Altshuler will be transitioning into an enthusiastic member of K2 at the end of the
year.
We are hopeful that each chapter will find within themselves new leadership to carry their chapter family
forward into the surprises of 2021.
The District Team is also facing transitions as the new year approaches.
Debra Lawler has announced that she and James will be stepping back from motorcycling and from GWRRA
and thereby will be resigning as District Webmaster and District Newsletter Editor at the end of December. We
wish them all the best in their new focus.
Jimmy Quick has made the hard decision that his health will prevent him from continuing in 2021 as District
Ride Coordinator. Jimmy will remain in our thoughts and our prayers.
Joy and I want to thank every chapter leader and district team member for their loyal service and wish them the
best in their future endeavors. We will miss you all in your positions.
We count each member of GWRRA as one of our blessings and thank each of you for everything that you do,
including bringing forth new ideas, to help keep your Chapter and District FAMILY healthy and strong during
these everchanging and trying times.
HAVE A HAPPY AND SAFE THANKSGIVING.

for our GWRRA FAMILY
Glenn and Joy Kennedy
districtdirector@gwrranc.org
919-740-0045 Glenn
919-740-0395 Joy
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NC Assistant District Director - East
Tom Tipton
What a year this has been and it's not over yet? We have all suffered with this virus, some by not getting out to see
anyone, some by not being able to work, some by getting this terrible virus, some by hearing of friends or family
getting it! Some have suffered more than others. We all have been affected. Let us remember all Members for their
suffering, some handle better than others!
November brings news and promise of a vaccine for this virus that we all face every day. Maybe just maybe it will
work, most will not see it administered until sometime next year! So, we will have a while before we see some kind
of normalcy, fingers crossed to be able to see everyone again!
Chapters are still Gathering in small groups with members only and some with visitors. This is also not just in the
East but in all Regions of the District of NC. Other chapters on the other hand are still not able to have gatherings
and see everyone in their chapters. Most chapters in the East are trying. So they are having meet and greet with
members to go on rides or meet outdoors somewhere there is plenty of room to social distance and this has paid off
for them with a way to stay in touch! I miss seeing everyone as earlier mentioned and know I am not alone. Many
friends are unable to visit with each other and we are now into our 9th month of this terrible virus.
All Regional Rides were held and a GOOD TIME WAS HAD BY ALL!
Remember to honor our Vet in November on Veterans Day. Take a moment to reflect and tell a Vet thanks. We also
give thanks in November on Thanksgiving day! This Day is repeated in my household Daily for we are truly
thankful!
Just a friendly reminder, Christmas at O'berry Center has been cancelled for 2020.
There are a couple of Eastern Chapters that have not Turned in your Grand Prize tickets, Please do! Call me and I
will do what it takes to get them from you.
Thanks to all the Eastern Chapters that are still doing things together !!!!!!!!!!!
I am Here For Ya!
919-738-2109
tiptonsauto@att.net
ADD East
tomt

GWRRA North Carolina District Newsletter
NC Assistant District Director - Central
Libby Jennings
Hello Gold Winger
Well we finally made it happen! Central Wings Over Carolina Ride finally took place on October 17th.
We met up at the mall in Winston-Salem, some of us getting there pretty early, and by 10:15 we had the first group
to leave on the ride. We were supposed to leave at 10:00 but understand there was an accident on 40 that held some
of our members up. So we HAD to wait for them, right? But we finally got to go.
We had 20 bikes, 1 car leave the mall on a brisk cool morning; another couple meeting us on the mountain for a
total of 43 people attending. I feel very blessed to have these numbers since we had to cancel on the 10th because of
that hurricane called Delta! At least she didn’t stop us from having it all together. A member from the Durham
chapter showed up to say hi also because he only lives 10 minutes from the mountain. We had members attend from
all sections of North Carolina.
I got a call while riding with the first group, from the couple on the mountain, saying it was really windy and cold
up on the mountain and people were coming in from everywhere to have a picnic. When we arrived the sun was
beautiful but still cool in the shade. We all got our lunches out and had our picnic right there mostly in the grass.
Members were sitting on the banks, talking with each other and having a blast.
I gave everyone a quiz that wanted to participate and I think most really enjoyed trying to find the answers.
Congratulations goes to Christine Cline for winning a $25.00 Gift Card from Walmart.
We had a short meeting and a 50/25/25 and then it was time to take off to go get ice cream. Some people had other
plans so they headed off in their own directions but we did have about 10 of us show up at the Dairy-Os for some
food or ice cream. What a wonderful day we had and I want to thank each and every one that attended and I
appreciate you doing the ride.
I want to thank Chapter B2 Members, especially Steve Cline and Darrin Gentz, for laying out the ride and putting
signs up so we would not get lost. Big Thank You to you all. Thank you Glenn and Joy for all your support.
Let’s plan another trip next year. Want to?
It is very disappointing that we have to cancel our regular Gifts on Cycles this year. But the Central Area is
planning to have a ride that day so you can bring your gifts for the residents that you have adopted. This is in the
planning stages and we hope lots of agencies will come and join us if they can. More to come later. Members from
any part of North Carolina are welcome to come join us in the parade. That is if you don’t have other plans in your
area.
To the Central members – I have the names of the residents and if you would like to adopt one please contact me as
soon as you can. We want to make sure that the residents have a great Christmas.
The weather changes every day so if you get a chance to ride please be safe and have lots of fun.
Happy Thanksgiving to you all. Don’t eat too much!
My love to each of you,
Libby Jennings
Central – Assistant District Director
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North Carolina District MEPC
Charles and Sue Langley
THANKSGIVING 2020
As we look forward to our upcoming Thanksgiving, I remembered our January newsletter. It said that Charles and
Sue should try to see everything with 20/20 vision clear, bright, pleasing to look at, and bring a smile to us.
I stopped and have looked back at 20/20 since that time. Yes, many things have taken place, many things have
happened to cause change, but our God has not changed! He is still in control of everything that has happened,
everything that is happening, and everything that is going to happen!
We are thankful! HAPPY THANKSKSGIVING!!! Love to all of you!
Charles and Sue Langley
District MEPC

Contributors Corner
Adventures of Dave and Baby
Photos by Baby
A real C.D. (Collie Dog)
and
Dave Smith

KENTUCKY DISTRICT – CHAPTER G
When riding season hit and we were unable to meet in groups, I started a game of hide and seek. I made up a jar
containing a few rocks (for weight) a few small pencils and a little bit of paper. Each week I would take the jar to a
new location and “hide”; it. Then I would send the GPS coordinates (longitude, latitude) out to the chapter with
instructions to go find it, write their name on the paper, and return it to the hiding spot. The next week, I would go
collect it, record the names, change out the paper, and deliver it to a new hiding spot.
I got the idea from geocaching. Because we had some members who didn’t want to leave their homes, I also
included a puzzle each week with the coordinates. The chapter had a great time, and it offered us a way to ride
“together” without being in a group. I did keep track of both puzzle answers and those who found the jar and we
did a drawing for prizes at the one gathering we were able to have in July. Everyone who participated enjoyed the
adventure!
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North Carolina District Educator
Tony & Shirley Prewitt
The Odd Duck In The Group
is still part of the family
By: James R. Davis

You are the lead bike and have a decision to make ... all of the motorcycles are similar except one: it is a trike or a
hack. What do you do with it?
There are only a few situations in which I will not allow a motorcycle, of any kind, to ride with my group. First, if
it is not street legal, it does not go along. If the rider is impaired in any way, he is not allowed to join us, regardless
of the condition of his bike. If the group leader requires that helmets must be worn in his group and the rider of a
bike refuses to wear one, he rides in another group. Other than those few conditions, I don't care if the motorcycle
is a Honda, a Harley, a Ninja, a trike, or a hack. They are part of the family and welcome to join me (until they
demonstrate unsafe practices.)
A trike or a hack presents some unique concerns for me, however. For example, they are wider than the other bikes
and effectively must use the full width of a lane. And they, neither of them, are capable of using counter-steering they are literally steered through the curves.
So? Well, whether you know it or not, a bike that follows another bike obtains several visual cues from the bike
ahead of them. These cues are used by the following biker to better anticipate what they must do in order to stay
on the road and out of trouble. Such things as lean angle and brake lights are examples of these cues. There is no
lean angle on a trike (or most hacks) and braking patterns are different for these kinds of motorcycles and yours.
In other words, you cannot casually assume that you follow one of these odd ducks the same way you do any other
motorcycle.
Further, because they are so wide you, when following one of them, are unable to see as much of the road ahead of
you as you are used to.
As the lead bike you can help the group out by assigning such an odd duck one of two positions within the group.
If the rider of one of these bikes is strong enough and you have confidence enough in him/her, you can ask that
person to ride drag for you. This very neatly solves all of the major concerns you might have. On the other hand, if
that rider is not known to you, or is not qualified to ride as drag (or does not wish to do so), then that bike should
be assigned the second to last position in the group.
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In the second to last position that bike directly affects only your drag bike. Since that bike is assumed to be the
most competent/prepared of all the rest of the group, it is reasonable to assume that the drag bike can deal with the
odd duck. (The drag bike should stretch out his/her following distance to about twice normal to account for there
not being a normal width escape path within the lane ahead of it.)
If you have two 'odd ducks' and more than one group, they should be assigned to separate groups. If there is only a
single group, the 'odd ducks' belong at the rear of the group or in a separate group of their own.
Final comment (suggested by a trike owner/rider): Never ride next to (try to share a lane with) a trike. It is simply
too dangerous as there is insufficient room. Beyond that, the handling characteristics are completely different
between a two-wheeled bike and a trike.
Shirley and Tony Prewitt
NC District Educators
Central Wings Over Carolina

Photos By Cecil Mcentire of NC-S2
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North Carolina District
University Coordinator
John Bryant
I know you haven’t heard much from the University lately, but much work is going on behind the scene. Training
in person, in the classroom, will return in 2021.
“Reprint from October Insight Newsletter”: As we all dealt with the changes that will be known as “2020, the Year
We’d Like to Forget”, the University reshaped, morphing into a digitally enhanced classroom. We began to offer
classes online. It was not a simple task. It took quite a bit of trial and error, but in the end, it was well received.
Our Members made it clear that they would like to continue online classes. We discovered that there is a need,
beside the quarantine, to continue offering these classes. There are Districts without Instructors. There are Districts
where the Chapters are hundreds of miles apart making it more difficult to gather for training. Those Members
would certainly benefit from online classes.
The process of certifying Instructors/Trainers to present classes online has begun. We will produce a program that
will introduce those Instructors/Trainers, who are interested in presenting this way, to the tools, tricks, and
technical information they would need. The University will create a list of classes that will translate well to online,
as well as a list of the classes we tried to adapt but failed. If you asked the University Assistants and other
Instructors who presented online, they will be quick to tell you that it took a lot of work.
Be patient. It is happening. Once you become certified, you can offer this training to your Members. It won’t
replace in person training, but certainly enhance the training experience.
We need Instructor Trainers in the District. Instructors are individuals who have successfully completed the
Instructor Training and Certification Program (ITCP). They are permitted to teach any of the seminars and
modules in the University catalog with the understanding that some seminars and modules require them to be
current at specific Rider Education Levels.
Any questions or an interest in becoming a University Instructor, please let us know or refer to the GWRRA
Handbook.
I wish for everyone a Blessed and Happy Thanksgiving. Stay safe.
John Bryant
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North Carolina District Newsletter Editor
North Carolina District Web Master
Debra K. Lawler
Dear North Carolina members,
My tenure as the District Webmaster and Newsletter editor will end in December.
Don't worry, James and I will be around. We are just taking a step back and a badly needed break. We will
continue riding. But not as much as in the past. James job is more demanding than ever. It leaves us with very
little free time for riding or anything else.
When we joined our North Carolina chapter back in 2013 we hit the road running. We barely took a breath when
we stepped in the door for our first chapter gathering. Since then we have served both the Chapter and District.
It's just time for us to step back.
We have truly missed seeing everyone this year. We love GWRRA and all the benefits that come with being a
member. But, it will be good to be a JAM.
Debra K. Lawler
NC District Newsletter Editor
NC District Webmaster
Central Wings Over Carolina

Photos By Libby Jennings
NC Central District ADD
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North Carolina District Care Bear
Mary Felton
Health Issues
Charles Langley is doing well after his bladder surgery NC-C2 , Dist. Mec
Beth & David Aben were in an accident on the parkway and were hospitalized NC -X2
Susan & George Huttman have been exposed to the covid virus, waiting results National Rider Ed. Director
Deaths
MaryEakright's dad passed NC-H2
Betty Culler long time member NC-D passed
Mary Murdock passed NC-T2
Shirley Prewitt's mother passed NC-K2
Allen Little's sister passed ??
I hope everyone is doing well and that we can get out again soon.
HAPPY THANKSGIVING TO ONE AND ALL, don't eat too much!
Mary Felton, NC District Care Bear
maryfelton2@gmail.com
We would like to wish the following members a very Happy Birthday and a very Happy Anniversary:
November Birthdays
NC-A
Randy Causey 11-2
John Wayne Pierce 11-7
Judy Barton 11-14
Jeff Leonard 11-14
NC- I
Murellen Struhare 6th
David Cole 7th
Jean Morris 14th
Tillman Hill 15th
Ashley LaFoutain 8th
Ronnie LaFountain 19th
November GWRRA Anniversaries
David and Helen Wilson 11–1-1997 NC-A
Barbara Pierce 11-7-2007 NC-A
Jeff and Robin Leonard 11-1-2016 NC-A

NC- M2
Nancy Gammons 9th
Ryan boykon 14th
Jan Decker 16th
Frank Pizzard 18th
Kelly Spangler 23 rd
Karen Newhall 27th
Dale Yager 28th
NC- S2
Bob Brady 20
Steve Craig 8th
Joe kamer 22nd
Kaleb Garner 15/2013
Paul Davis 8th
November Wedding Anniversaries
Carl and Nancy Allen 11-18-1962 NC-A
Bobby & Alice Manning's 53rd anniversary 11-10-1967 NC-D
Jerry & Brenda Pitts 20th NC-I
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We said farewell to some of our GWRRA family in 2020
GWRRA Family we said farewell to.
NC-I Robin Ferguson 12/25/19
NC-A Dennis Hands 1/1/2020
NC-A Henry Jinnett 1/30/2020
NC-F2 Vernon Dudley 2/9/2020
NC-S2 Della Stewart 2/9/2020
NC-I Johnny Johnson 2/22/2020
NC-P Libby Taylor 5/5/2020
NC-M2 Mark Quinn 7/22/2020
NC-U2 Rusty White 9/4/ 2020
NC-C2 Connie Eason 9/27/2020
NC-T2 Mary Murdock 10/10/2020
NC-D Betty Culler 10/26/2020
Your GWRRA family will miss you all. You
may be gone but you will never be forgotten.

Meeting changes and Cancellations
Be sure to check the District Website home page for a list of chapters gathering and inviting
visitors, chapters gathering NO visitors invited and chapters not gathering. If you are unsure
contact the Chapter Director to verify gathering information.
All rider education and MFA classes have been canceled because of state and national mandates to
Shelter in Place, Stay at Home, Self-Quarantine, and Social Distancing.
PLEASE NOTE: The monthly calendar has been removed until regular chapter gatherings resume.
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