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I pledge Allegiance to the flag of the United States of America
and to the Republic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with Liberty and Justice for all.
We SUPPORT and THANK ALL our service men and women.
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My Name is Old Glory
by Howard Schnauber

I am the flag of the United States of America.
My name is Old Glory.
I fly atop the world's tallest buildings.
I stand watch in America's halls of justice.
I fly majestically over great institutes of learning.
I stand guard with the greatest military power in the world.
Look up! And see me!
I stand for peace - honor - truth and justice.
I stand for freedom
I am confident - I am arrogant
I am proud.
When I am flown with my fellow banners
My head is a little higher
My colors a little truer.
I bow to no one.
I am recognized all over the world.
I am worshipped - I am saluted - I am respected
I am revered - I am loved, and I am feared.
I have fought every battle of every war for more than 200 years:
Gettysburg, Shilo, Appomatox, San Juan Hill, the trenches of
France, the Argonne Forest, Anzio, Rome, the beaches of
Normandy, the deserts of Africa, the cane fields of the
Philippines, the rice paddies and jungles of Guam, Okinawa,
Japan, Korea, Vietnam, Guadalcanal New Britain, Peleliu, and
many more islands.
And a score of places long forgotten by all but those who were
with me.
I was there.
I led my soldiers - I followed them.
I watched over them.
They loved me.
I was on a small hill in Iwo Jima.
I was dirty, battle-worn and tired, but my soldiers cheered me,
and I was proud.
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I have been soiled, burned, torn and trampled on the streets of
countries I have helped set free.
It does not hurt, for I am invincible.
I have been soiled, burned, torn and trampled on the streets of my country,
and when it is by those with whom I have served in battle - it hurts.
But I shall overcome - for I am strong.
I have slipped the bonds of Earth and stand watch over the
uncharted new frontiers of space
from my vantage point on the moon.
I have been a silent witness to all of America's finest hours.
But my finest hour comes when I am torn into strips to
be used for bandages for my wounded comrades on the field of battle,
When I fly at half mast to honor my soldiers,
And when I lie in the trembling arms of a grieving
mother at the graveside of her fallen son.
I am proud.
My name is Old Glory.
Dear God - Long may I wave.
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Thank You To Our Sponsors Of
Wing Over the Smokies®
2020

Shroader’s Honda, 220 Mitchelle Dr. Hendersonville, NC 28792 1-888-825-3394

CSC Trikes / California Sidecar, Find a dealer

Hartco International, 800-446-7772, 386-698-4668, Fax 386-698-2762
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North Carolina District Directors
Glenn and Joy Kennedy
Navigating Uncharted Waters
UNCERTAINTY. It is the paralyzing agent that can overwhelm logical decision-making in most all aspects of
our everyday lives. It is also the one factor that can render economic modeling unreliable and thereby derail plans
for economic growth, even strangle entire economies.
At this moment in our lives, there is an overwhelming level of uncertainty facing our entire world. What is our life
going to look like when we come out from under this cloud created by the Corona-virus (COVID 19) pandemic?
How many of these new lifestyle changes being thrust upon us will become integrated into our everyday lives
going forward? Social distancing, travel restrictions, sheltering in place, masks, gloves, online ordering, home
delivery, the demise of bricks and sticks retail/commercial, etc.? What will be the lasting impact upon the psyche
of the population?
I cannot even begin to address the economic impact of the loss of jobs upon our finances, the value of real estate,
the value of investment portfolios, etc.
How do we give the “all clear” signal and go back to our former way of life without there being a vaccine or a
cure? Neither of which are likely to come in the next few weeks or months.
Sound hopeless? But wait, there is hope, there is certainty, the strength of which we can use to go forward.
CERTAINTY of our spiritual faith.
CERTAINTY of the bonds of love and friendship that we have with our fellow GWRRA family members.
CERTAINTY that the rule of COVID 19 shall end.
CERTAINTY of a fresh start, that tomorrow is a new day.
CERTAINTY that we can overcome challenges with creativity, ingenuity and yes, some sacrifice.
And CERTAINTY produces THANKFULNESS.
THANKFUL for the many blessings each day offers.
THANKFUL for one another.
THANKFUL for small considerations.
THANKFUL for things we’ve so much taken for granted, like toilet paper.
THANKFUL for health and medical care.
THANKFUL the abundance that we still experience, albeit in a slightly limited fashion.
THANKFUL for community and the ability to stay in touch.
THANKFUL for creativity that can merge with technology.

GWRRA North Carolina District Newsletter
We need to relish these aspects of our lives. We need to nourish these qualities in our life.
I realize that this is made more difficult as we are now isolated from physical contact with one another.
We must become creative in finding ways to stay in touch, have fun together and keep these relationships
important to us.
Online marbles game??
Let’s get those creative juices flowing before we all catch a disease much worse than the COVID 19.
It’s a strange, strange world we live in Master Jack.
for our GWRRA FAMILY

Glenn and Joy Kennedy
districtdirector@gwrranc.org
919-740-0045 Glenn
919-740-0395 Joy

NC Assistant District Director - East
Tom Tipton

April showers bring May Flowers? We on the other hand are thinking of something else. When are we going to
get back to Normal. Will our normal be changed Forever ? …. No one can answer these questions, only time
will tell! So while we are all waiting for these very important questions to be answered, we must all stay safe
and try to stay connected to each other …. I am a Social Person as so many of you are and this Virus is causing
me to become somewhat of a introvert ……. I do not handle these traits very easily….. Because I am a extrovert
and very proud to be !!!!!! I am working on that a bit as most, in these troubled times ……. As long as you do
not forget your Family, Neighbors, Friends, and always think of Others First. Before of thinking of yourself you
will be better off for doing this and we will get through this together!
As always if You Need Me I am Hear for Ya !!!!!
tiptonsauto@att.net or 919-738-2109
Thanks again East for all you do !!!!
ADD East
Tom T.
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NC Assistant District Director - Central
Libby Jennings
Hello Gold Winger
Well there is not much going on in the motorcycle world so I will start this newsletter telling you what I have
been doing the last four (4) weeks.
Thank you all for your prayers for Baby Howard as he was hospitalized in Tennessee on March 10th for what we
thought was appendicitis but turned out to be a very bad case of the flu. He was a very sick little boy for a few
days. We appreciate the thoughts and prayers.
All this mess with the COVID 19 started on the Sunday, March 17th, when Diana Temple and I were headed
home from visiting with the Jennings family in Tennessee. Well folks, it has gone downhill ever since.
I have stayed in my apartment except to go to work two (2) days a week, and I am the only person in the office
because everyone else is working from home. I have been to the grocery store three (3) times also. I have been
cooking for myself, (wait a minute I should be telling this to my church family because they are the ones that
says I can’t cook, or some of you MC friends have said that also but that is OK) HA! HA! yes I can cook when I
want too, I have been washing my dishes and cleaning, throwing away junk that I have not used in a long time,
did lots of paperwork on the computer, cleaned out closets, watched some great movies on TV also. Bet there
are going to be the most cleaned houses in this world when this virus goes away.
The sooner people start to staying apart the sooner we can get back together. We will succeed to have better
days if we apply by the rules and stay at home and protect our families. I cannot wait to see all my motorcycle
friends at the gatherings and have fun again. I really miss each and every one of you.
Like Queen Elizabeth says, “We will meet our friends again, be with family again and have better days in the
future” when this virus goes away.
I want to PRAISE all the doctors, nurses, custodial staff, fire fighters, policemen/women and anyone else that is
out in the open protecting my family and your family. I just cannot find all the words I want to say to them and I
may not know them personally but I Love Them and I Appreciate all they are doing.
Folks, lease comply with the rulings and stay at home and stay safe.
Happy Easter

Love to you all,
Libby Jennings
NC Central – Assistant District Director
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North Carolina District MEPC
Charles and Sue Langley
EASTER GREETINGS
Hello Everyone,
Easter Greetings!! Let’s take this time to think on the good things.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

We have food on our tables.
We have shoes on our feet.
We have a good place to sleep.
We have family that stands beside us.
We have friends that love us.
We have everything that it takes to face a new day!!!

As we are going through this life of unknown situations that we never imagined, let’s all try to keep the negative
thoughts away. Let’s take time to look back and remember only the good. The after looking back, let’s look
forward to making our lives matter in a way we haven’t been before! There is a better way!!!!!
Take care, stay safer than ever before!!!
“SHELTER IN PLACE”
Love to you,
Charles and Sue Langley
District MEPC
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North Carolina District Couple of the
Year 2019-2020
Donald and Helen Cranfill

Can't help but to wonder, will I need to disinfect my computer? With all of the unwanted mail and junk mail that I
get, it can't all be safe, do you think?
For sure, it is definitely uncharted territory that we are all experiencing right now. Honestly, I didn't think that man
could shut the world down like it is currently. I am being told that it could get worse before it gets better. It is a for
real wait and see time. One can only pray and wait to see if God heard your prayer.
Well, so much for the events of the world. I do have another topic that I am going to share with you.
Most of you do know that I had my bike triked back in October of last year. Because of the weather, I have not had
much time to even ride it since. I did make it to Sanford and to Smithfield which gave me the opportunity to try
my new heated liner for my coat. That coat really felt good. As much as I don't like to admit to it, it came from
Harley Davidson. My old liner was just worn out. And I did get to ride it to one of our chapter meetings. But I still
have not had an opportunity to really get to get a feel for the handling of the bike. Two weeks ago, Helen and I
rode both of our bikes to Orlando, Florida for a vacation. It was still cold going down and the road was pretty
much flat and straight. Now, if you have ever ridden highway I-95, you know that I did get multiple chances to get
the feel for high speed riding. The highway was definitely in high gear and getting on with the program.
About a year ago, I bought a Utopia back rest for Helen's bike, I attempted to install it a couple of times, but to no
avail. So, I loaded it in my trailer and took it with me so that I could stop at Hartco seats and get Mark to give me a
hand on mounting it. After a must stop at Corky Bell's fish restaurant on our way down Hwy. 17, we made it to
Hartco's. Mark was very helpful, he pulling up a video showing how to mount the back rest to the seat. That was a
major accomplishment. Mark showed me how to pull it up on my phone so when I got home, I could pull it up and
complete my work. I did not have the correct tools to accomplish this while in Florida so Helen just rode without a
back rest. That really was not good for Helen. Her back started hurting her on our way back. It was so nice to be
able to ride while in Florida without a coat. It was warm. We did not go outside of Orlando except to enter and
leave when it was time to come home which I did not really want to do. The warm air was very kind to my RA. No
pain! But, we still had to make our way home. We have made many trips to Orlando over the years. Disney World
used to be my most favorite place to go for a vacation, but not anymore. It is way too expensive for us now and we
don't have any kids at home. When our great grandson gets to the right age, if God has blessed us with decent
health, we will most likely take him down to visit with Mickey and Minnie. We used to make the trip in 10 to 12
hours. We had to take two days with our bikes this time. It was a very tiring time. We are not as young and
motivated as we have been in the past.
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Helen rode my bike some while we were in Florida. She even rode as a co-rider some, she has not done this
very many times since she bought her bike back in 2008. Her trike is by California Side Car and mine is by
Road Smith. My trike has an air bag on each side of the rear suspension. They do make a difference when
riding. It does drive very good with the 6% rake that it has built in the kit.
After we returned home. she has said many times that we should have just taken my bike and left hers at home.
Not only does she like to ride my bike but she likes to drive it also. She actually was the first person to ride it on
the open road when it was built. We took it to the factory to get it done. She rode it in Minnesota so that she
could get another state or two of the ones that she had not ridden in yet. I trust her to give me good feedback on
the ride. I became acquainted with Doug and Jim at Road Smith while doing photo shoots for the Wing World
magazine over the years.
I haven't ridden the bike since the trip to Florida until yesterday. Helen and I left her bike at home for real this
time and just went visiting some of the grave sites of family members that have passed away
over the years. Helen made a call to Donald and Vickie Brown to see if they would like to ride. They did and
we made plans to meet in Mt. Airy that afternoon. When we meet, we grabbed a bite to eat and took off up
through Mt. Airy to Hwy 89 east. I like to ride that road. It is much like riding in the mountains without actually
being in the mountains as any road that I have ridden close to home. Now I was ready to get the feel for the bike
that I had been seeking since getting the trike. This was my very first time to ride any kind of trike on
mountainous roads without going up the hill. I like what I found but I do need more seat time. Over all,
yesterday's ride was as much fun as any ride that I had done since last fall. I saw the sun was starting to go dim
and also noticed that I was going need some gas before long. I had already filled my trike twice.
By the way, an auxiliary tank comes with the Road Smith kit. At first, I didn't think that I would like the extra
tank but I know now that it does have a purpose. It stays! One last thing, I found when we reached the gas
station that we were going to use it. It was harder to get off of the bike. We are going to need to practice. It is
the little things like that keep throwing hints of aging at us. Yes, we are not as young as we once were. God has
definitely blessed us with a good long life and we thank him for this. I am thinking that maybe I should be using
my little pre-ride prayer a lot more than in the past.
I do not have the back rest on Helen's bike. We will adjust it sometime this week. God's Blessing to all of you.
Donald and Helen Cranfill
NC District Couple of the year,
2019/2020
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North Carolina District
University Coordinator
John Bryant
The Past 30 Days we have become familiar with the terms Shelter in Place, Stay at Home, Self-Quarantine, and
Social Distancing. Possibly, you may have heard repeatedly Personal Protective Equipment, Masks, Respirators,
Ventilators, Face Shields, Gloves, Surgical Gowns and the like. What about Wash your Hands for 20 seconds
several times a day, don’t touch your face and don’t gather in groups larger than 10. The list goes on and on as the
coronavirus “covid-19” has transitioned us into unfamiliar territory. It has certainly changed our way of life in
some ways that will never be the same again. The outlook - modeling for the next 30 days shows no change as the
experts gives us their best advice on how to slow/stop the spread of the virus.
My Observations: Try to follow the CDC and local guidelines as best possible to protect yourself, your love ones,
neighbors and fellow Americans. Reassess how much toilet paper, paper towel, hand sanitizer and bottled water
you need. Is a six months’ supply really necessary? Do we need to stand in lines hours before the big box stores
open and do we need to empty the grocery store shelves? Who would have thought Sam’s Club, Walmart, and
Costco’s, BJ’s and others could possibly run out or paper products? This is definitely a crazy time.
What I Am Doing: I am following the Stay and Home guidelines and finding things to do to keep from being
bored. I am walking each day and trying to eat healthy staying away from the junk food and snacks. My grandsons
are with me ages 7 & 12. My daughter created a homeschool hourly schedule for them from 9 AM through 4:30
PM daily including Google classroom, several different apps, and assignments from teaches, Zoom classes,
YouTube live and other exercises. Breaks, lunch and recess times are included. So, yes I am experiencing home
schooling.
I am not depressing myself by watching the pundits / analysis on the 24 hour cable news channels obviate about the
virus. I do not subscribe to social media posts about the virus. While some are valid most are highly inaccurate or
totally false. If there ever was a time when Circular Reporting, Multiple Sources and Credible Sources meant you
are going to get a heaping of useless information it is now. I do watch about ½ hours of local news, the governor
updates, and the daily press briefing to hear from the Coronavirus Task Force, Doctors, FDA, CDC, FEMA, and
Homeland Security updates. I am in constant contact with family members. So, Mentally, Emotionally and
Physically I am coping and keeping it together during this unprecedented time.
What GWRRA University is Doing: The GWRRA University is offering an alternative training opportunity.
Online Training. Beginning April 6th, GWRRA University will be offering a limited number of classes by video
conferencing Zoom. (You can create a free account by visiting www.zoom.us)
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These are the specifics:

Preregister on-line on the University website: gwrradot.com by clicking on the scrolling notice and filling
out the form.


Once registered, you will receive an email confirming your registration.



Classes will be offered at 3:00pm and 6:00pm Central Time. Class sizes will be limited.



A U.3 class roster will be completed and submitted for entry into the database.

You must participate by computer or phone with a camera and microphone. No dial in calls.
All Members are encouraged and welcome to attend. The University Team is ready and waiting for you to sign-up.
Updated class lists for the training on-line and times will be posted on our website, University Facebook and the
University Group Works site.
Going Forward: We are all in this together and will get through it together. Don’t Panic. Have faith and stay in
touch with family members and friends including our GWRRA family. Conference Calls, Zoom, Group Text,
Emails, Facebook, Instagram are just a few ways to communicate. I am sure there are many others. Our newsletter
is a great way for us to share experiences and ways to pass the time. Be thankful for our 1st responders, especially
Doctors, Nurses, Lab Technician and other Medical workers that are on the frontline serving the public. This virus
will past and hopefully sooner than later if we all abide by the guidelines.
GWRRA members are resilience so stay put and stay safe and stay in touch.
If you are interested and have questions please contact me.
John Bryant
NC District University Coordinator
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North Carolina District Care Bear
Mary Felton

We have a few who need our prayers
We have some friends needing our prayers;
Keith Helmer was in a motorcycle accident in Halifax, Va he has several injuries and will be in therapy for
several weeks NC-H2
Rebecca Decker is having complete knee replacement, it has been put off due to what is going on. She is
half of ACD for NC-C2
Connie Easton is having back surgery she has a collapsed vertebra, this has been put off for now also. NCC2
We just heard Rex temple is in the hospital for more test to see what is wrong with him.
Chapter care bears, please include last names, chapter and birth dates when you send me a list
of your chapter members birthdays.
Thanks
Mary Felton
NC District Care
Bear
We would like to wish the following members a very Happy Birthday and a very Happy Anniversary:
April Birthdays
Shirley Dye 4/2 NC-A
Barbara Weavil 4/30 NC-A
Ken Weglarz 4/1
Robert Caccavale 4/8
Denise Bromdell 4/11
Bill Kennedy 4/12
Dean Kallis 1st NC-S2
Cecil McIntyre 7th NC-S2
James NC-X
Brad Bradford NC-X
Janice Bryant NC-X
Gil Hoton NC-X
Joy Kennedy NC-X
Yuains NC- X
Mike 8th NC-Z didn't get a last name
Evelyn Brasswell 9th NC-Z

April Wedding Anniversaries

April GWRRA Anniversaries
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HIP-HOP IRISH

POLKA PRACTICE

JAZZ LESSON

SALSA SQUARE

LIMBO LINE

DANCE STEPS

DANCE MAMBO

SWING TANGO

MOVES

TAP

ORCHESTRA

TURN

PARTNER

TWIST

PHYSICAL
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We said farewell to some of our GWRRA family in January and February.

GWRRA Family we said farewell to.
NC-I Robin Ferguson 12/25/19
NC-A Dennis Hands 1/1/2020
NC-A Henry Jinnett 1/30/2020
NC-F2 Vernon Dudley 2/9/2020
NC-S2 Della Stewart 2/9/2020
NC-I Johnny Johnson 2/22/2020
Your GWRRA family will miss you all. You
may be gone but you will never be forgotten.
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Meeting changes and Cancellations
The following chapters have reported a change in their normal meeting schedule. Be
sure to check the District Website for any last minute cancellations or contact the
Chapter Director to verify they are meeting on their scheduled day.

April 2020
All chapter gatherings, chapter events, rider education and MFA classes have been
canceled for the month of April because of state and national mandates to Shelter in Place,
Stay at Home, Self-Quarantine, and Social Distancing.

Just for laughs
Returning home from work, a blonde was shocked to find her house ransacked and
burglarized. She telephoned the police at once and reported the crime. The police
dispatcher broadcast the call on the radio, and a K-9 unit, patrolling nearby, was the first to
respond.
As the K-9 officer approached the house with his dog on a leash, the blonde ran out on the
porch, shuddered at the sight of the cop and his dog, then sat down on the steps. Putting her
face in her hands, she moaned, 'I come home to find all my possessions stolen. I call the
police for help, and what do they do? They send me a BLIND policeman!'
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North Carolina District Newsletter Editor
and North Carolina District Web Master
Debra K. Lawler
As much as I would love to be working in my garden, I have been hard at working on our district website. I am
updating officers and staff pictures and information, old and missing information and documents, calendars,
contact information and so on. I am giving the website a general face lift.
During the COVID 19 restrictions I have stood in line to get into stores and for toilet paper. At first there were
many empty shelves and short supply of high demand items. Many businesses have made changes for our own
good. They have put up sneeze guards, taped off outside picnic tables and waiting room chairs and laid down
lines to show us where to stand. At restaurants there is no dining in. It's all take out or drive through. All
nonessential business are closed.
I have seen many good things come out of all of this. Many stores have created senior hours. People are washing
their hands more and keeping a safe distance. The sick are staying home. Families are spending more time
together. Children are being schooled at home. Parents know where their children are.
There is a greater appreciation for those we all take for granted. Many thanks to all who are working the front
lines in this fight. Thank you first responders, medical at all levels, law enforcement, EMS and police and our
teachers.
Traffic is lighter. The sky is bluer than I have seen in a long time. I think the birds are singing louder. Or maybe
they sound louder because we have less noise.
Be strong and stay calm because we're all in this together.
Debra K. Lawler
NC District Newsletter Editor
NC District Webmaster

Ride, Live, Have Fun and Eat Ice Cream

